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dawn on the 28th of May under a wicked fire from
American muskets and rifles, but their disciplined
ranks surged forward, driving the militia back at
the point of the bayonet and causing even the
regulars to give ground. The regulars halted at a
blockhouse, where they had also the log barracks
and timbers of the shipyard for a defenses and there
they stayed in spite of the efforts of the British
grenadiers to dislodge them. Jacob Brown, stout-
hearted and undismayed, rallied his militia in new
positions. Of the engagement a British officer
said: "I do not exaggerate when I tell you that
the shot, both of musketry and grape, was falling
about us like hail. . . . Those who were left of
the troops behind the barracks made a dash out to
charge the enemy; but the fire was so destructive
that they were instantly turned by it, and the re-
treat was sounded. Sir George, fearless of danger
and disdaining to run or to suffer his men to rim,
repeatedly called out to them to retire in order;
many, however, made off as fast as they could/*

Before the retreat was sounded, the British ex-
pedition had suffered severely. One man in three
was killed or wounded, and the rest of them nar-
rowly escaped capture. Jacob Brown serenely re-
ported to General Dearborn that "the militia were